Hoa si truong My thuat bong Duong
trong thoi khac van ménh dan toc
&quot;Ngan can treo soi toc&quot;

Truong My thuat béng Duong duoc khai gidang 15/11/1925 va tam diung dao tao vao
thang 3/1945 do chién tranh. Sau khi thanh I4p nuéc Viét Nam D&n chu Céng hoa
(DCCH), Truong Cao dang My thudt Viét Nam duoc khai gidng trd lai ngay
15/11/1945 va tiép tuc dao tao cho téi nay. Ngay tir ngay dau Iap quéc, cac gidang
vién, hoa si va sinh vién cuda truong déa tich cuc tham gia vao phuc vu dat nudc. Bai
Viét dé cap tdi cac tac pham tiéu biéu nhdt cia my thudt tao hinh va my thudt tng
dung, trién I1dm my thudt dau tién tao ddu 4n manh mé trong lich st my thuét Viét
Nam nhung con it dugc nhac téi dudi géc dé nghé thuét. B6 la su xuat hién va déng
gop to I6n cda burc tranh gia tri nhat Viét Nam, con tem buu chinh dau tién, bé tién
gidy dau tién, cudc trién Idm my thudt dau tién. Bai viét duoc thuc hién véi huéng
tiép cén lich st va my thuét hoc, phuong phép nghién ctu phén tich téng hop, so
sanh, suy luan

1. Boi canh Viét Nam sau 2/9/1945 va buc tranh gia tri nhat

Cach mang thang Tam thanh c6ng tai Ha Noi (19/8/1945), chinh quyén Cach mang ra lénh
canh gilt va ki€m ké kho bac, kho tién ctia Ngan hang BDéng Duong. Téng cdng ngan kho cé
1.250.000 dong Bong Duong, trong dé c6 580.000 dong rach nat la tién can tiéu huy [6]. So
sanh vdi giad gao thoi dé la 50 dong/ta theo gid quy dinh va ngoai chg den gap khoang 10
lan, gid vang la 400d6ng/lugng (37,5gr) thi ngan sach clda chinh quyén méi chi cé khodng
bang 2.400 tan gao va tuong duong 3000 lugng vang. Trudc dé, quy Dang do déng chi
Nguyén Luaong Bang quan ly c6 24 dong, tuong duang 50kg gao [3].

Sau ngay thanh 1ap nudc Viét Nam DCCH ngay 2/9/1945 va boi canh thi trong gidc ngoai
dua nha nudc Viét Nam non tré vao tinh thé “nghin can treo sgi téc”, Chua tich H6 Chi Minh
phat 10i kéu goi quyén go6p lap “Quy Doc lap” va phat dong “Tuan Ié Vang” tir ngay 17/9
dén ngay 24/9/1945. K&t qua quyén goép dugc 20 triéu dong va 370kg vang. Trong Tuan |é
Vang cé su kién dac biét la dau gid bdc chan dung Cha tich H6 Chi Minh do hoa si Nguyén
Sang vé bang son dau khé I6n. Blrc tranh da dugc nha tu san yéu nudc D6 Dinh Thién mua
v3i gid 1 triéu dong [3]. Trong mdt |an tac gid gap va trao d6i cung con trai cu D6 Dinh
Thién la GS.TSKH D6 Long Van, 6ng Van da néi rang chinh Nguyén Sang xac nhan la ngudi
vé blrc tranh dd, déng thai cling khang dinh sé tién da dugc mua. Sau Tuan |& vang, bic
tranh nay dugc tang lai cho Uy ban Khang chién Ha NOi va that lac trong 9 nam khang
chién. Hién nay ngudi ta khong con dau tich cta blc tranh. Tuy nhién, theo mot s6 hinh anh
va tu liéu ghi lai thi day la bldc son dau, vé chan dung Béc vdi gdc nhin thang. Hién con 02
blc &nh tu liéu chup cé lién quan téi bic tranh. Bic anh th& nhat chup C6 van chinh phu
Vinh Thuy (cuu hoang Bao Dai) ding ra cha tri phién ban tac pham nay tai Nha hat [én
thanh pho Ha No6i 9/1945 [3] va blc dnh th& hai la nhan dan thanh phé Ha No6i dang rudc
chan dung Bac dugc dang trén tap chi Nha bdo & Cong luan (Co quan trung uong cua Hbi
nha bdo Viét Nam) [4].

Tac gia bai viét cho rang day la 2 bdc tranh khac nhau, diéu doé thé hién qua kich thuéc va
chi tiét hinh anh. Blc tranh xuat hién trong anh tai Nha hat 16n c6 kich thudc nhé hon (c6 |é
khodng 40x60cm long khung, tinh ca bo tranh thi khodng 60x80cm), cé nén dam phia trén,
hinh dnh Badc mac 4o cé c6 4o kha rd. Trong khi d6 birc anh chup blc tranh Chan dung Bac
dugc nhan si Ha Noi rudc cé kich thude kha 16n (néu tinh theo ty |& sé dat cd 100 x 140mm),



bd cuc chan dung chat khuon hinh, khéng ré cé do va phong cach kiéu chan dung trong
tranh c6 déng. Blic anh chup nhan si va bic tranh cho thay phia sau c6 day bac thém rat
cao, cO thé la Nha hat I6n hoac cac céng trinh c6ng cdéng quan trong. Ca hai nguén tu liéu
do 2 don vi c6ng bd déu khang dinh dé la buc tranh chan dung Cha tich H6 Chi Minh. C4
nhan tac gid cho rang, blc tranh 16n dugc nhan si Ha Noi rudc c6 hinh dnh chan dung Bac
khd giéng vdi con tem cua hoa si Nguyén Sang vé, diéu nay c6 thé dua téi suy dodn cung
phong cach tao hinh va tac giad c6 thé la Nguyén Sang, nhung blc anh lai khéng phu hop
ndi dung mo ta trong budi ddu giad. Cac dir kién nay chac chan con can khao clu thém.

V@i gid dau giad cudi cung la 1 triéu dong, tuong duong gan 3000 lugng vang lUc bay gio,
nhung diéu gia tri I6n nhat la né tuong duong sé lugng tién ma chinh phd cé duoc tir Ngan
hang BDong Duong, tuong duong 5% ngan khd quoc gia sau khi huy dong tir nhan dan cd
nudc. Co 1é day la blc tranh dau gia cé gia tri cao nhat trong lich s néu tinh theo phuong
phap sirc mua tuong duong khi tdc gia mai 22 tudi.

2. B6 tem dau tién cua nudc Viét Nam DCCH

Nhan ky niém 1 nam cdch mang thang Tdm va thanh Iap nuéc Viét Nam DCCH, theo sac
Iénh s6 172/SL ngay 27/8/1946 cla Chu tich Chinh phd nudc Viét Nam Dan chd Céng hoa,
phat hanh b6 tem buu dién dau tién. Tén bd tem la “Ky niém lan th& nhat Cach mang thang
Tam (19/8/1945) va ngay thanh lap nudc Viét Nam Dan chi Cong hoa (02/9/1945)”. BO tem
goém 5 mau cé hinh anh giéng nhau, chi khac nhau vé mau sac. Trong dé 3 mau dau giad 1
hao mau xanh cay, 3 hao mau dé, mau 6 hao mau vang nghé. Riéng 2 mau mau xanh lam
va mau den dugc phu thu dé ang ho khang chién nén cé ghi chu thich.

Méi con tem cé kich thudc 26 x 41 mm, s6 rang tem la 11, s6 tem trén t& in [a 50 tem. Gidy
in la loai gidy tau bach (nhap tir Trung Qudc), khd mong va khéng trang keo. Khdo sat mat
gidy va thuc nghiém xé roi to tem, vét xo gidy con lai khi xé con tem theo duong rang tem,
thi cac xo gidy con nguyén, chiing té chat lugng gidy kha toét, mat khac gidy khong bi hat
am dan téi moéc, muc khong lem nhoe do thoi gian, chitng té chat lugng in an khé tot. Vé
hinh thirc nghé thuat con tem dugc Nguyén Sang vé véi hinh tuong nghé thuat chu yéu la
Chu tich H6 Chi Minh va 2 dai cac ngdi sao 5 canh dugc dat doc hai bén chan dung tao
thanh khung trang tri. Phia trén c6 dong ch(r Viét Nam Dan chid cdng hoa Buu chinh, phia
dudi c6 dong chir Cha tich H6 Chi Minh.
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BO tem dau tién do hoa si Nguyén Sang thiét ké. Nguén: tac gia chup

BO tem dau tién nay dugc thiét k€ trén phong céch nghé thuat bang nét (cung phuong
phép vé tién gidy), dién ta cadc d6 dam nhat do su mau thua, day mong cta nét. Khéi va anh
sang cla chan dung Bac dugc thé hién rat thanh céng. Nhitng cham, nét dugc tao thanh
vong cung c6 tam & phia dudi (géc nhin thap), cho cdm nhan hinh tugng Bac rat thanh tao
va tao khoi manh mé. Trai nguoc véi hudng chai nét chan dung la chai nét & 4o véi cac
dudng cong hudng 1én phia trén. Nén tem dé trang, khéng thém céc hoa tiét nao khac,
khi€n hinh tugng Bac vlra gidn di vira trong sang.






Chinh hoa si Nguyén Sang da thé hién toan bd ban vé nét cho chan dung Bac va cac hoa
tiét trang tri cling nhu ké ch(r. Mdi con tem dugc vé vdi ty 1é to gap 6-8 lan sau dé mdéi thu
nho lai theo kich thudc that. Nhiéu tu liéu viét cho rang bd tem dugc in bang phuong phap
Op-sét (offset) tai nha in Thu an cuc. Hién khdong con mau phac thdo cha con tem, nhung
theo phuong phap ché ban in an cho cong nghé in offset thi can c6 ban thiét ké chuan.
Cach thé& hién mau trén nén gidy trang, phang vai cong cu bat I6ng mém nhon dau, muc
den ché& ban va dbi ché c6 chinh tut lai bang mau trang. Sau dé bic vé sé dugc chup lai va
thu lai diing kich thuéc that réi thuc hién binh ban, nhan hinh trén phim khé 16n. Ti day méi
thuc hién ché ban quang hoa dé thanh ban in. Thanh céng ctia Nguyén Sang trong bo thiét
ké tem nay khong chi tao ra bd tem dau tién cda nudc Viét Nam DCCH ma con thé hién tai
nang cla hoa si trong linh vuc an pham do6 hoa van hoa.
3. Nhitng dong tién giay dau tién cua nudc Viét Nam DCCH
Ngay sau ngay Doéc lap, trong béi canh nén tai chinh non tré thi€éu moi nguén luc va thuc
dan Phap quay lai xam chiém mién Nam nudc ta (23/9/1945), d€ cé thé tao ra dong tién
riéng cda minh, vira bao dam tién té, vira thé hién chu quyén cta nudc Viét Nam DCCH,
“Chinh phu da giao cho B6 Tai chinh gap gap chuan bi phat hanh tién Viét Nam” [39,
tr.133]. Thang 10/1945, 6ng Pham Van Déng (lUc nay la Bo trudng B6 Tai chinh) da chi dao
ong Pham Quang Chc t6 chic thuc hién viéc thiét ké/vé nhirng dong tién gidy dau tién cho
nudc Viét Nam Dan chd Cong hoa tai s6 10 pho Lé Lai, Ha Noi [2].
Cé tat ca 20 hoa si, dugc phan céng thanh ting té do t6 trudng la hoa si chinh. Hai hoa si
dau tién dugc phan cong nhiém vu la Mai Van Hién vé mau gidy bac 5 dong, Nguyén D6
Cung vé mau gidy bac 10 déng. Dot hai, hoa si Nguyén Van Khanh phéc thao td tién 20
doéng, réi cac hoa si Bui Trang Chudc, Nguyén Sang, Lé Pha dugc phan cong thiét ké cac to
gidy bac ménh gia: 1 déng, 2 dong, 50 déng... Sau d6 dé€n nhdm do hoa si Nguyén Huyén
phu trach thiét ké to gidy bac 100 dong va dugc su gilp d& vé trang tri cla 2 hoa si tir Sé
dia d6 Pa Lat. Cha dé chu yéu dugc dat ra cho cac mau tién la: “Diét giac ddi, gidac dét, giac
ngoai xam”. Ngbn ng(r trén cdc déng tién dau tién cdia nudc Viét Nam DCCH dugc thé hién
bdi tiéng Viét, tiéng Hoa, tiéng Lao va tiéng Kho-me. So véi dong tién cdia Ngan hang Béng
Duaong trudc do, hé thong tién cla nudc ta da bd di tiéng Phap. Diéu nay cling thé hién
quan diém doan két toan dan, danh Phap gilr gin nén dbc lap cla nha nudc Viét Nam luc
con rat non tré.

Bang 1. Danh muc cac hoa si tham gia thiét ké tién giay

STT Hoa si Nién khoa Mau thiét ké Dot thiét ké
1. Bui Trang Chudc 1936-1941 1 dong Thiét ké dot 2
2. Nguyén Sang 1940 -1945 2 déng Thiét ké dgt 2
3. Mai Van Hién 1943-1945 (Khdng tét nghiép) 5 dong Thiét ké dot 1
4. Nguy&n Db Cung 1929-1934 10 déng Thiét ké dot 1
5. Nguyén van Khanh 1932-1937 20 dong Thiét ké dot 2
6. Lé Pha 1942- 1945 (khong tét nghiép) 50 dong Thiét ké dot 2
7. Nguyén Huyén 1937 hoc 1 nam roi bo, sang tac riéng. Tham gia cé 100 dong Thiét ké dot 2

KTS Luong Van Tuat va hoa si Dao Van Trung vé s6 va

hoa van

Sau dot phat hanh dau tién nam 1946, tir 1947 dén 1950, cac dong tién dugc in trong chién
khu hau hét déu do hoa si Nguyén Sang va hoa si Lé Pha thiét ké hoac chinh lai cdc mau da
vé trudc doé cla hoa si khac [2]. Trong bo tién cé 7 ménh gid nay, ddng chu y nhat la déng
ménh gid 100 déng thuong dugc goi la con trau xanh (vi c6 hinh tugng ngudi néng dan dat
trau va in hinh trdu mau xanh) cla hoa si Nguyén Huyén. Trudng hgp hoa si nay that dac
biét, nam 1937 6ng thi d6 va hoc 1 nam tai truong, sau d6 dé thoa chi riéng, 6ng bo hoc va
chuyén vé sang tac. Pén nam 1942, 6ng da c6 6 trién 1dm ca nhan, trong dé cudc thi 6
dugc t6 chirc tai Nha hat Sai Gon tir 21-28/12/1942. Nhu vay ndi vé tén tudi cac hoa si thi
hiém c6 ai cing thai my thuat Bong Duong c6 thé sanh vaGi hoa si Nguyén Huyén.

Céc hinh anh chu yéu trén to tién gidy thé hién rd tinh than tu hao, doc lap cta dan téc ta
vGi Quoc hiéu “Viét Nam Dan chd Cong hoa” va chan dung Chu tich H6 Chi Minh dugc in
trang trong véi goc nhin chinh dién trén nén hoa van dan tdc nhu chim phuong, rong, hinh
chir trién... Cdc hoa van nay cht yéu cé phong céch trang tri thai Nguyén. Motip trang tri



chinh theo ki€u khung trang tri, cac hoa tiét day dac tua nhu trang tri dinh lang véi cau tric
hai bén thang va trén duéi cé cac hoa van cong tua clra vong.
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Mét s6 mau tién trong b tién gidy dau tién. Nguon Internet

Vé b6 cuc, hadu hét cdc mau trong bd tién nay déu cd cau trdc ngang, duy chi c6 mau 2
dong do Nguyén Sang vé la c6 cau tric doc. Mat truéc déu cd bé cuc doéi xirng véi chan
dung B&c nhin thang, cé hai mau cé chan dung bén trai la 20 déng va 5 déng, con lai hau
hét déu dat chan dung chinh gilra. Mat sau la cac hinh tugng céng néng binh. Trong dé mat
sau dong ménh gid 20 dong va 50 dong c6 hinh dnh no6i dung khé giéng nhau, dong 5 dong
do Mai Van Hién vé c6 hinh anh cong nhan quai bla dugc thiét ké mat trudc va mat sau
trung khit nhau. Céc hoa tiét hoa van, ké ch(r déu dugc thiét ké kha ty mi. V& mau sac, dé
phu hop véi céng nghé in lic d6, mdi déng tién dugc in tdi da 3 mau, mau ménh gid 5 déng
in 2 mau, mau 1 déng in 1 mau. So sdnh vdi bd tién Polymer hién nay dugc in khodng 20
mau thi thay cong nghé, vat liéu in tién nhirng nam doé that khé khan. Con cé hién tugng
khéc la chat lugng gidy in cla tién gidy Viét Nam kha kém. Dot phat hanh dau nam 1946,
dén cubi nam la phai chudn bi ché& ban in bd tién khac. Sau ngay Toan qudc khang chién,
nha may in tién dugc chuyén xudng don dién cla nha tu san yéu nudc D6 Dinh Thién & Chi
Né roi chuyén ti€p Ién trén ban Thi (Tuyén Quang). Vi khéng cé vat tu va diéu kién vat chat
tlr muc, hod chat, gidy in nén cdc ménh gid phai vé lai mau dé ché ban in lai cht yéu véi 1
mau nau hoac dé.

Vé chat lugng bo tién nay, hoa si Lé Pha cé ghi lai déng tién do chinh phd in kha kém “ky



thuat in khéng déu, hinh va nét khéng sac, gon cé chdé mat ca nét, c6 chd md nhat, chd thi
bét ca lai nhu ddm coét trau” [2, tr. 167]. Viéc hy htu nhat déi véi bd tién nay la chat lugng
in qua kém, kém xa so vdi tién gid do thuc dan Phap in gid. Ngugi ta da lam thuc nghiém,
cho 2 to tién that va gid vao nudc ngam, roi vét ra. Két qua la “to tién giad van con cing
nguyén, to tién that 1ay tay boc nhe mot géc la co thé tach lam do6i dugc” [2, tr.167].

Qua thdm my va ky thuat thiét ké b0 tién dau tién clda nudc Viét Nam DCCH, c6 thé thay
tay nghé do hoa, thiét ké va sang tao & trinh do cao cla cac cuu sinh vién truong My thuat
Dong Duong. Cac hinh anh déu dugc vé bai nét dan, vé ngugc lai dnh that, vé to véi ty 1é
gap 4 lan, tach ban cho tirng mau va dac biét cong cu doi khi chi la bat chi, thudc, compa
va chiéc but 16ng da tia con vai sgi. Hoa si Lé Pha d& mé ta vé Nguyén Sang “nhin anh Sang
st dung cac cdng cu dé that uyén chuyén, thanh thao, téi rat than phuc” [2, tr.143]. Diéu
nay phan nao lam ré hon tai nang ctia Nguyén Sang ndi riéng va cac hoa si da thiét ké bo
tién dau tién ndéi chung trong sang tac hoi hoa cling nhu sdng tac doé hoa va thiét ké do hoa
ng dung.

4. Cudc trién lam my thuat dau tién

Ngay sau ngay lap nudc, IGa hoa si dau tién cla nudc Viét Nam DCCH da phdi hgp clung
Doan Van héa Bac bd té chirc cudc trién |Iam my thuéat trong téng thé cta “Trién lam Van
hod” vao thang 7/10/1945 tai nha Khai tri-Tién ddc (tai khu vuc goc giao cat phé Lé Thai T6
va Hang Trong, Ha N6i). Ngoai cac hién vat la sach bao tuyén truyén, trién 1dm trung bay
100 blrc tranh va 1 bo tranh dan gian. Bac H6 da dén tham, khen nggi cac hoa si dong thaoi
nhac nhd gidi my thuat vé muc tiéu phuc vu khang chién, phuc vu nhan dan [1]. Hién nay
nhiéu quan diém cho rang day khdéng phai la cudc trién 1am my thuat toan qudc dau tién do
tinh dai dién cla cac tdc pham, tuy nhién tac gid nghién cu nay cho rang trong béi canh
dat nudc vura doc lap dugc 1 thang, cudc trién 1am nay chinh la ti€ng ndi dau tién cuia gidi
van nghé si ang hé chinh quyén cadch mang. Trién Idm mang tinh chat tuyén ngdn, cam két
lay nghé thuat phuc vu nhan dan nhiéu hon la tinh duy my dac thu cia my thuat.

MOt ndm sau cudc trién Idm nay, ngay 18/8/1946 t6 chirc ti€p cudc trién Idm my
thuat tai Nha hat I6n Ha Noi do HOi Van hda Clu quéc Viét Nam té chirc, Trién 1am trung
bay gan 100 tranh tugng cla 74 tac gia, cac hoa si nhu Lé Phg, Lé Thi Luu, Mai Trung Tht,
Vi Cao Pam, Tran Manh Tuyén gi tdc pham tlr Phap vé. Chat liéu cla tdc phdm rat phong
phd, bao gom son dau, son mai, lua, bot mau, mau nudc, muc nho, khac go, phan mau, chi
mau va tugng bang thach cao... Trong dé c6 cac tdc pham vé Bac nhu cta Td Ngoc Van,
Nguyén D6 Cung, diéu khac cha Nguyén Thi Kim. Dé tai rat phong phu tir chadn dung 1anh tu
tdi phong canh, tinh vat, thiéu ni..

Bang 2: Danh sach hoa si nhan giai, muc giai thuéng va don vi trao thudng

STT Hoa si Mtc gidi thudng Pon vi trao tang

1. Nguyén Tién Chung 3000d H6i Van hoa Clu quéc

2. Tran Van Can, 1000d Chinh phu nuéc Viét Nam DCCH
3. Nguyén Thi Kim, 1000d nt

4. Hoang Tich Chu 1000d nt

5. BUi Xuan Phai 1000d Bdo clu quéc

6. TaTy 1000d Lién doan Bao chi Viét Nam

7. Mai Van Hién 1000d Bdo Clu Quéc

8. Pham Dang Tri 700d Trudng Cao dang My thuat

9. Phan K& An, 700d Chinh phu nuéc Viét Nam DCCH
10. Ta Thic Binh, 7004 nt

11. Tran Phiic Duyén, 700d nt

12. Nguyén Dinh Phuc 700d nt

13. Quang Phong, 500d Ban Thuong truc Quéc héi

14. Duong Bich Lién 500d Bdo Tién phong

15. Tran Dinh Tho 500d Lién doan xuat ban

16. Van Gido 500d Nha in Lé Van Tan

17. Sy Ngoc 500d MOt cd nhan tén T tai Ha Noi
18. Pham Van Dén. 2 b sach quy Vién Vién Dong Béc ¢

Céc gidi thudng déu danh cho cac hoa si cla truagng my thuat Dong Duong, trong dé giai I6n
nhat cdia Ban t6 chirc la HOi Van hoa Clu quéc, giai I6n thd hai va th ba la cha Chinh phu.
Viéc cac phong cach nghé thuat nhu hién thuc, an tugng, 1dng man, lap thé déu cé giai
thudng thé hién rd tinh than céi mé, doan két trong cach nhin cia Ban té chic. Danh gia vé



hai tri€én 1dm dau tién, c6 thé thay su ra mat cla gigi my thuat Viét Nam vai déi ngl chu
yéu la cac hoa si toét nghiép truong My thuat Péng Duong va ké tiép la truong Cao dang My
thuat tién than d& dinh hinh lich s my thuat dan tdc trong suét 80 nam qua. Trién 1&dm nay
da tao dung tinh than doan két, phung su dan tdc, phung su nhan dan.
Két luan
Théng qua viéc phan tich cac tdc phdm my thuat dat gid nhat Viét Nam, b tem dau tién
cla Nguyén Séng, bd tién gidy dau tién va nhiing trién 1am my thuat dau tién, ta co6 thé
thay su song hanh cula gidi My thuat Viét Nam véi van ménh nudc nha. Pay la bi€u hién rd
nét cla tai nang nghé thuat ca & linh vuc my thuat tao hinh va my thuat ing dung.
Céac hoa si tét nghiép tir my thuat Dong Duong véi tai nang ctia minh da xay dung nén khai
niém thdm my Dong Duong la su dung hoa trong sang tao cac xu hudng tham my duong
thoi va nhdng né trong tham my dan gian, truyén thong cda Viét Nam. Khong chi sang tac
cho ban than, cac hoa si da mang tai nang, tam huyét dé sang tac phung su dan tdc véi
tinh than va trdch nhiém cao nhéat. Ho san sang ganh vac nhiém vu khé khan, diing vao
nhiing vi tri then chét nhat trong viéc tao dung nén my thuat Viét Nam hién dai bang su
xuat hién dang lUc gian nan nhat cda nudc Viét Nam DCCH khi van ménh dat nudc “ngan
can treo sgi téc”. Nhiing truyén thong quy bau dé cia my thuat Déng Duong, my thuat Viét
Nam ludn luén dugc ké thira va phat huy trong hoan canh méi ctia dan téc.
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ARTISTS OF THE ECOLE DES BEAUX-ARTS DE L'INDOCHINE DURING THE CRITICAL
JUNCTURE WHEN THE NATION’S DESTINY “HUNG BY A THREAD”

Abstract: The Ecole des Beaux-Arts de I'Indochine (Indochina School of Fine Arts), inaugurated on
November 15, 1925, suspended its educational activities in March 1945 due to the exigencies of war.
Following the establishment of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, the institution was
reconstituted as the Vietnam College of Fine Arts and formally resumed instruction on November 15,

1945, continuing its pedagogical legacy to the present day. From the inception of the nation, faculty
members, artists, and students of the school actively engaged in cultural and patriotic service.

This article examines a selection of seminal works in both visual and applied arts that emerged
during this pivotal historical juncture, with a particular focus on the first national fine arts
exhibition-an event of profound significance that has remained underexplored within art historical
discourse. Special attention is given to the creation and impact of several emblematic cultural
artifacts: the most valuable painting in Vietnam'’s history, the first postage stamp, the inaugural
banknotes, and the aforementioned national exhibition of fine arts. Employing an interdisciplinary
methodology grounded in historical inquiry and art historiography, the study integrates comparative
analysis, synthetic reasoning, and critical interpretation to elucidate the formative contributions of
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these artistic milestones to the evolution of modern Vietnamese art.



